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Item 6.2 of the Provisional Agenda 

A PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR ACTIONS  

ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT IN THE UN OCEAN DECADE 

The UN Ocean Decade Implementation Plan presented a strategic 
framework to guide capacity development efforts throughout the Decade.  

In line with the strategic framework, this document presented the 
proposed principles, approach and a preliminary plan of the Sub-
Commission for actions on capacity development in the UN Ocean 
Decade, building on its long years’ effort in capacity development and 
various consultations among institutions and Member States in the region. 

Member States are invited to provide directives, suggestions and 
comments on the proposed principles, approach and plan, and to further 
consider how to co-develop and co-implement relevant capacity 
development activities. 
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A Preliminary Plan of Actions for Capacity Development 

in the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) 
 
1. The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) represents an 
opportunity to build scientific capacity and knowledge to contribute to the goals of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.  
 
2. The UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development stressed the need to develop research 
capacity and transfer marine technology in order to advance sustainable ocean management at all 
levels. Capacity Development is highlighted as an essential tenet of the UN Decade of Ocean Science 
for Sustainable Development (2021-2030). The Implementation Plan of the Decade describes the 
principles, expected outcomes and priority activities for capacity development initiatives undertaken 
during the Decade. 
 
3. The IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC), rooted in the most densely 
populated area with significant social and economic reliance on ocean and coasts, has been attaching 
great importance to capacity development in the region, developing various tools, conducting a number 
of trainings and providing research opportunities to individuals, institutions and Member States, in 
particular early career ocean professionals.  
 
4. WESTPAC significantly contributed to the development and implementation of IOC Capacity 
Development Strategy (2015-2021),  through the sharing of its capacity development practices and 
experience, and the implementation of this Strategy in the region. Meanwhile, the Strategy clearly stated 
that “Regional Sub-Commissions and Regional Committees will play an essential role in planning, 
implementation and monitoring of the strategic plan”.  
 
5. In response to the UN Ocean Conference Call for Action in June 2017, WESTPAC made a 
voluntary commitments focusing on capacity development entitled ““Develop research capacity and 
transfer of marine technology through the UNESCO/IOC Regional Network of Training and Research 
Centers (RTRCs) on Marine Science”  (#OceanAction15266)”.  This commitment was recognized as 
one of best practices at the Decade regional planning workshop (31 July- 2 August 2019, Tokyo, Japan) 
and the Decade Regional Dialogue on “co-designing the ocean science we need for the ocean we want” 
(virtual, 10 November 2020). 
 
6. In line with the principles outlined in the Implementation Plan of the UN Ocean Decade, and 
building on existing national and regional networks and resources, the following presents a preliminary 
plan of actions for considerations by Member States in the region at the WESTPAC 13th 
Intergovernmental Session (Virtual, 27-29 April 2021). 
 
Approach and principles 
 
7. The ocean, our common heritage, is key to sustaining all humankind on the planet. It shapes 
Earth’s climate and influences the distribution of ecosystems, biodiversity, and thus food availability. 
Humans, however, have put the ocean under tremendous threat by unregulated exploration and 
overharvesting, increasing pollution, climate change and ocean acidification. 
 
8. “One size doesn’t fit all”. Capacity could be only more effective and sustained over the long term 
if people are best empowered to realize their full potential with a combination of capacity building tools 
that are sustainable – home-grown, long-term, and generated and managed collectively by those who 
stand to benefit.  
 

https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.oceandecade.org/resource/108/Version-20-of-the-Ocean-Decade-Implementation-Plan-
IOC%20Capacity%20Building%20Strategy%20(2015-2021)
IOC%20Capacity%20Building%20Strategy%20(2015-2021)
https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=15266
https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=15266
https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=15266
http://iocwestpac.org/news/914.html
http://iocwestpac.org/news/940.html
http://iocwestpac.org/news/940.html
https://www.ioc-westpac.org/event/westpac-xiii/
https://www.ioc-westpac.org/event/westpac-xiii/
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9. In considerations of regional characteristics and common interests of Member States, the Sub-
Commission shall continuously employ adaptive and integrated approaches to capacity development,  
with guiding principles to suit national and regional needs, to integrate capacity development into 
Decade Actions/research programmes addressing ocean sustainability challenges, and to foster North-
South and South-South cooperation.  
 
A preliminary plan of actions 
 
10. WESTPAC will build on and keep 
strengthening its existing tools and initiatives 
which were developed in the past years to cater 
for the needs of marine scientists, institutions and 
countries in the region, even beyond. The 
detailed initiatives/tools were illustrated in the 
Diagram on the right). 
 
11. Meanwhile, the Sub-Commission will 
explore any possibility of developing new 
capacity development initiatives/tools to meet the 
needs of its Member States to achieve the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, in 
particular its SDG 14, and  the UN Ocean 
Decade.  
 
12. The UN Ocean Decade Implementation 
Plan presented a strategic framework to guide 
capacity development efforts throughout the 
Decade, which was documented in the following 
table and reflects the key elements of a wide 
range of approaches across the UN system. 

 
13. A preliminary plan of action for the Sub-Commission was proposed for deliberations. 
 

Desired Result Priority Activities WESTPAC Actions 

1. Human 
resources 
developed at 
individual and 
institutional 
levels 

• Academic and higher education 
opportunities including through online 
and distance learning 

• Continuous professional development 

• Sharing of knowledge and expertise 
including through community building 

• Training, including training of trainers 

• Integration of ocean science in 
curricula in primary and secondary 
schools including information on 
ocean science careers 

• Actively improving gender, 
generational and geographic diversity 

• Regional Network of Training and 
Research Centers (RTRCs) on 
Marine Sciences 

• Training through Research 

• Tailored trainings of respective 
WESTPAC programmes on a 
rotational basis in MS 

• WESTPAC triennial International 
Marine Science Conference 

• Young scientists travel grant 

• Bring ocean science to schools 

• Promote the establishment of the 
Decade Regional Network of 
ECOP; 

• Visiting scholars programme 

• Development of an inventory of 
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Desired Result Priority Activities WESTPAC Actions 

universities/institutes who have 
MD and PHD scholarship for 
ocean science. 

2. Access to 
technology and 
physical 
infrastructure 
established or 
improved 

• Facilitating access to technology and 
infrastructure (e.g., research facilities, 
instruments, research vessels, high 
power computing, digital 
telecommunications) 

• Developing skills to lead and 
participate in technology and 
infrastructure development 

• Promoting technical and technological 
cooperation and peer to peer 
exchange between stakeholders 

• Regional Network of Training and 
Research Centers (RTRCs) on 
Marine Sciences 

• Development of cooperation and 
cooperative programmes/activities 

• Future chief scientists programme 

3. Global, 
regional, and 
sub-regional 
mechanisms 
strengthened 

• Identifying specific national and 
regional capacity development needs 
through needs assessments 

• Strengthening existing national and 
regional resources and networks for 
capacity development 

• Supporting regional and sub-regional 
organizations to be leaders in, and 
amplifiers of, capacity development 

• All WESTPAC efforts 

4. Development 
of ocean 
research policies 
in support of 
sustainable 
development 
promoted 

• Supporting identification of ocean 
research priorities 

• Supporting development of national 
marine science management 
procedures and national policies 

• WESTPAC triennial International 
Marine Science Conference 

• WESTPAC Biennial 
Intergovernmental Session 

• Development of “issue based, 
solution oriented” cooperation and 
collaborative 
programmes/activities 

 

5. Awareness 
and 
understanding 
increased, and 
exchanges 
facilitated on role 
and values of 
ocean 

● Ocean literacy initiatives  
● Informal education including through 

museums, zoos or aquariums 
● Public information and 

communication  

• Support, join and encourage MS’s 
effort in raising awareness on 
ocean; 

• Development of a network of 
museums/aquariums  

6. Sustained, 
long-term 
resource 
mobilization 
reinforced 

● Mobilizing in-kind and financial 
support for capacity development 
initiatives as part of the Decade  

• All ongoing fundraising efforts 
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