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As all of us are aware, the last session (WESTPAC–XII, April 2019) began in the context when IOC 
and its partners were preparing the road map for the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development (2021-2030). Just following the first Global Planning Meeting (GPM) in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 13-15 May 2019, the Decade Regional Planning Workshop for the North Pacific and 
Western Pacific Marginal Seas was held in Tokyo, Japan from 31 July-2 August 2019. This Regional 
Planning Workshop was organized by the IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC) 
in close cooperation with the North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES), Japan Agency for 
Marine-Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC), Japanese National Committee for 
IOC/UNESCO, the University of Tokyo and other partners in the region. 

The Regional Planning Workshop in Tokyo reached agreement among ocean stakeholders in the 
North Pacific and Western Pacific Marginal Seas about what should be collectively achieved through 
the Decade. The overwhelming interests in this regional planning workshop and heated discussions 
throughout the event reflected a certain level of enthusiasm of ocean stakeholders for the Decade 
and a high expectation on advancing ocean knowledge for sustainable development. Commitments 
were made by several institutions, countries and international organizations to contributing to the 
identified initiatives and programmes. 

In the last intersessional period, WETPAC has continued to implement a series of activities under 3 
thematic areas (i) Ocean processes and climate change; (ii) Marine biodiversity, seafood safety and 
security; (iii) Ocean ecosystem health, including: Two regional ocean observing systems as part of 
the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS); Twelve marine research projects/programmes; Three 
working groups, Their achievements will be reviewed in this session with the highlights on networking 
and partnership building, capacity development; technology and methodology development, and 
provision of knowledge and services to Member States. 

As its mandate the Sub-Commission endorsed adaptive and self-driven approaches to capacity 
development in the region, focusing on regional and national needs, and foster North-South and 
South-South cooperation. The last period recorded our commitments in developing the Regional 
Training and Research Centres (RTRCs). Two RTRCs on Ocean Dynamics and Climate (RTRC-
ODC), and Marine Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health (RTRC-MarBEST) have been in active 
operation and three new RTRCs were established, respectively on Reef Management and 
Restoration at the University of the Philippines - Marine Science Institute; Marine Toxins and Food 
Safety at the Institute of Oceanography, Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology; and Plastic 
Marine Debris and Microplastics at the East China Normal University. 

The Covid 19 Pandemic has been a big challenge for WESTPAC activities in the last intersessional 
period. We could not organize the 11th WESTPAC International Marine Science Conference 
(scheduled for August 2021 in Indonesia and postponed for August 2022, Thailand). Some planned 
activities of a number of programs were cancelled or delayed. It was also regret that our community 
lost opportunities to meet physically to share our sprits, sympathy, ideas and friendship. 

The achievements of WESTPAC community in recent intersessional periods link with efforts of the 
WESTPAC office. We highly appreciate the head of the Office and his staff for their high-quality 
performance and efficient operation. On the other hand, we have been deeply concerned of the 
understaffing and overstreched situation in the WESTPAC Office, and would like to strongly 
encourage our institutions, and member states to explore any possibility of loaning their experts to 
work at the WESTPAC office to maintain the present momentum of the Sub-Commission. 

As you are aware IOC was authorized to coordinate the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development (2021 – 2030) and next intersessional period shall assume a heavy role 
in the Decade implementation. The question how scientists can work closely with policy makers to 
bring prosperity to all in our region in a changing world requires WESTPAC to overcome a wide 
range of challenges to fulfil its mandate.  Given the limitation in resources, strengthening the sense 
of ownership from Member States will be critical in order to keep WESTPAC’s present momentum. 

https://en.unesco.org/1st-global-planning-meeting
http://iocwestpac.org/calendar/905.html
http://iocwestpac.org/calendar/905.html
http://iocwestpac.org/
https://meetings.pices.int/
https://www.jamstec.go.jp/e/
https://www.jamstec.go.jp/e/
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Engagement at national level, even local level, is critical to the success of the Decade. It seems the 
awareness about the Decade remains limited in certain members and institutions. Enhanced efforts 
shall be made at the United Nations level to raise the awareness of national leaders and/or high-
level governmental officials about the Decade. Meanwhile, participants, their institutions or 
organizations are encouraged to engage their ocean stakeholder at national level in the Decade, 
identifying and assessing their national needs, potential commitments, financing and partnerships. I 
would encourage the Member States in developing, coordinating and aligning international 
programmes/activities to meet the UN Decade’s objectives, with a focus on an integrated approach; 

Finally, as the capacity of the Chairman for two terms during the period 2017–2021, I expressed my 
sincere thanks to all WESTPAC officers, members of Advisory Groups, IOC national focal points, 
colleagues and friend for their support and enthusiasm received for my chairmanship over the last 
years. I believe that WESTPAC will continuously prosper with the continued support of Member 
States. 

 


