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Setting the stage for actions in the region

Regional Consultative and Planning Workshop towards the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development (2021-2030)

For the North Pacific and Western Pacific Marginal Seas
31 July- 2 August 2019, Tokyo, Japan
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• communicate the purpose and expected results of the Decade to all 
stakeholders, including marine scientific community, in the region;

• identify the knowledge gaps and regional scientific questions or 
priorities, in order to meet the six societal outcomes that the Decade 
aims to achieve by 2030;

• elaborate plans to address these science questions/priorities, 
including existing and potential programmes, partnerships and 
resources;

• address cross-cutting priorities that are crucial to the success of the 
Decade, such as, capacity building and marine technology transfer, 
financing and partnerships, data and information sharing and 
knowledge exchange and communication;

Objectives
UN Decade Regional Planning Workshop



DAY 1 (Wednesday 31 July) DAY 2 (Thursday 1 August ) DAY 3 (Friday 2 August)
Opening

Keynote on the Decade and its Preparatory Phase 
Summaries of the Global Planning Meeting 

• Panel I & WG I: A clean ocean
• Panel II & WG II: A healthy & resilient ocean
• Panel III & WG III: A predicted ocean
• Panel IV & WG IV: A safe ocean
• Panel V & WG V: A sustainable productive ocean;
• Panel VI & WG VI: A transparent & accessible ocean
Brief on WG objectives 

WORKING GROUPS I, II & III

WG I: A clean ocean (3h)

WG II: A healthy & resilient ocean 
(3h)

WG III: A predicted ocean (3h)

WORKING GROUPS IV, V & VI

WG IV: A safe ocean (3h)

WG V: A sustainable productive 
ocean (3h)

WG VI: A transparent & accessible 
ocean (3h)

Lunch break (1.5h) Lunch break (1.5h) Lunch break (1.5h)
WORKING GROUPS I, II & III

WG I: A clean Ocean (3h)

WG II: A healthy & resilient Ocean (3h)

WG III: A predicted Ocean (3h)

WORKING GROUPS IV, V & VI

WG IV: A safe Ocean (3h)

WG V: A sustainable productive 
Ocean (3h)

WG VI: A transparent & accessible 
Ocean (3h)

PLENARY SESSION

WG Reporting

Reflections

Follow-up arrangements

Closure



52.17%
37.89%

1.24%
5.59% 3.11%

Stakeholder Sectors 

Ocean Science &
Technology

Ocean Policy &
Sustainable
Development
Business & Industry

Civil Society & NGOs

Donors & Foundations





Highlights
UN Decade Regional Planning Workshop

• High enthusiasm for the UN Decade

• Stakeholder engagement

• A non-exhaustive catalog of knowledge gaps and 
scientific priorities/questions

• a list of concrete recommendations for actions, 
potential activities, programmes and partnerships

All meeting materials and output documents at 
http://iocwestpac.org/calendar/905.html





Decade Regional Dialogue, 10 Nov 2020, online

Grand challenges persist for co-designed 
research, but we do hope to address in the 
Decade:

• a low priority accorded to ocean research in the 
national development agenda; 

• trust and cooperation among relevant ocean 
stakeholders;

• A weak transfer of ocean knowledge among the 
scientific community, decision makers and public;

• disparities in the capacity for ocean research and 
an inadequate consideration of indigenous and 
local knowledge;

• constraints on the conduct of ocean research in 
coastal states’ Exclusive Economic Zones.

There are also many good practices already in place in 
the region!

“Capacity development must be inclusive, adaptive to 
actual situations, and build on existing regionally 
recognized practices and networks, such as the IOC 
Regional network of Training and Research Centers (RTRCs) 
on Marine Science”



• Strengthen ocean science-policy and science-innovation interface(s), and foster blue partnerships; 
• develop and promote co-designed, solution-oriented ocean research programmes at all level;
• Develop innovative ocean technologies and methodologies, conduct integrated multi-disciplinary studies and 

observations of ocean ecosystems in the region;
• Identify and replicate the Government-Industry-Research-University-Coastal Community  model;
• Enhance research capacity and transfer marine technology, via, but not limited to, the co-designed and co-

developed regional initiatives;
• Promote, support the establishment of  a regional-UN Decade Early Career Ocean Professional Network;
• Empower and engage local/coastal community in co-designing ocean research for biodiversity conservation and 

sustainable livelihood

Way forward


